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D E S C R I B E  T I I E  P R F I E N r  A N D  O P i G I N A L  ( i f  known) I ' H Y S I C n L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The Jamcstown Exposi t ion bu i ld ings  a re  loca ted  between Sewells Point  and 
Willoughby Bay, overlr~oki-ng Hamptoil Iloads. The Expos i t ion ' s  s i t e  was 
s e l e c t e d  because i t  was then  e q u i d i s t a n t  from Norfolk, Portsmouth, Newport 
News, and Ilampton, but  s i n c e  t h a t  time, i t  has  been incorpora ted  i n t o  t h e  
c i t y  of  Norfolk. The U. S. Navy acquired t h e  bu i ld ings  and surrounding 
land i n  1917 and t h e  e n t i r e  a rea  i s  now included i n  the  U. S. Naval Base. 

A l l  of  t h c  rnnain ing  bu i ld ings  have becn added t o  o r  modified over  the  years  
some morc than o t h e r s ;  but  most r e t a i n  t h e i r  b a s i c  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y .  
They a l l  a r e  e x c e l l e n t l y  maintained i n  a handsome r e s i d e n t i a l  atmosphere 
wi th  spac ious  yards  t a s t e f u l l y  l a n d s ~ a p r d  wi th  t r e e s  and shrubbery. A l l  arc  
now used a s  o f f i c e r s '  res idences  except f o r  t h e  Pennsylvania Building which 
i s  now t h e  Naval Base O f f i c e r s '  Club. 

As o r i g i n a l l y  l a i d  o u t ,  t h e  Exposi t ion grounds included twenty-one s t a t e  
bu i ld ings  arranged i n  two equal -s ize  rows separa ted  by f i v e  blocks oE 
grounds. Both rows faced  nor th  out  over  Hampton Roads. Located between t h e  
two groups and s e t  back t h r e e  blocks were t h e  His tory  Building,  t h e  Audito- 
rium and i t s  two detached wings. The Auditorium burned i n  1941 and'was 
rep laced  by Building N-26, Headquarters o f  t h e  F i f t h  Naval D i s t r i c t .  The 
wings were not  damaged and a r e  now Administrat ion Buildings N-21 and N-23. 

Of t h e  surv iv ing  s t a t e  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  fol lowing remain on t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  
s i t e s :  Georgia,  Naryland, PIissouri ,  North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
V i rg in i a ,  and West V i r g i n i a ,  as  wel l  a s  the  Baker 's  Chocolate Company House. 
The s t a t e  bu i ld ings  t h a t  burned o r  were destroyed s i n c e  t h e  Exposi t ion a r e  
those  o:f Kentucky (a r e p l i c a  of "Boone's For t " ) ,  Louisiana (a Southern s t y l e  
p l a n t a t i o n  house), Massachusetts (a r e p l i c a  of  t h e  Old S t a t e  House, Boston) ,  
New Jersey  (a Georgian Revival mansion), and New YorIc (a l a r g e  Neo-Classical 
bu i ld ing  wi th  p o r t i c o s  and shal low c e n t r a l  dome). The remaining s t a t e  
bu i ld ings  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  group were moved t o  t h e  western complex i n  1934 
when t h e  Naval Base r equ i red  land f o r  new cons t ruc t ion .  The Delaxuare, Con- 
n e c t i c u t ,  New Hampshire, i\Iichigan, North Carol ina ,  Rhode I s l a n d ,  and Vermont 
bu i ld ings  a r e  now a l igned  along what i s  now Dil l ingha~n Boulevard wi th  t h e  
western group. The I l l i n o i s  Building was r e loca ted  next  t o  t h e  North nalcota 
Building on Powhatan Avenue, f ac ing  south.  

1 The fol lowing a r c  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of each of  t h e  remaining o r i g i n a l  Espo- 
bu i ld ings :  
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I Connecticut - B u i u :  Erame, t h r e e  bays wi th  one-bay wings, 2'5 s t o r i e s  wi th  
shed dormers, two-story po r t i cos  on wings ( s ince  encloserl);  modeled a f t e r  t h  
Tallmadgc 1 3 0 ~ 1 s ~  i n  Li tchf ieLd,  Cor~nect icu t ;  moved. t 
DC.la:#are i;uild.ing: frarrie, f i v e  bays,  2': s t o r i e s ,  gable  roof  wi th  dormers, 
one-s tory  f r o n t  porch; an examplc of  a  "Colonial llon~esteod"; ~noved. 

Ccorg ia Bui ld ins :  i r a n e ,  t h r c ~ ,  bays,  two s t o r i e s  , ~1.111ple iorm i u i  th  pro- 
j ec t ing  t e t r ? ~ s t y l . c  Roman Doric po r t i co ;  modclcd a f t e r  tlie i:osruell, 'Gc?orsia 
b i r t l ~ p l a c e  oT blar l l~c~ l3ullu~11, mother of 'CI~coilore I<ooscvclt .  

( s e e  con t inua t ion  shee t  112) 
.. - - ~ ~  . ~~ - . ~ . . ~  - .  ~~. . ~ ~-~ - 
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Orlc or ,Viorr n:i A l ip rupr in l r !  

C1 ~ ~ ~ - C ~ l ~ ~ ~ b i ~ ~ !  171 I 6 v h  C.3,turv j I 18th g k 2 O t h  Ccnforr 

[:I 15th Century 1.1 11th Cuntury ' 1  I7:h Corlfury _ -_ 
S P E C )  F I C  D A T E 1 5 1  (I1 A ~ p r l i c a h l e  llnd Knoirn, ~- ---- -- 
a i25as  o i  s i ~ r r $ i l c n r i c c  ( C h s c k  One or .More sr ApproprinteJ 

Abor ig inal  111 E d u c a t i m  1.3 F ~ l i t i c ~ l  C1 U r b m  Planning 

L1 Prehi=toric C1 Engir lc~~i lp  [_? Religion/Phi.  ok-. ( s P ~ c ~ I , . ~  

LX H ~ S ~ O ~ ~ C  0 Iljdo.try lorophy His to ry  
0 Ayriculrura Invention El Scirnce 

Xjl  ~ ~ c h i t e c t ~ r e  L1 Landscope Sculpture 

C1 Art  Archi!ccfurs Soc~ol/Humon- 

0 Commerce a Llteralure itorion 

U Communicalionr [,) Mil i tor ,  0 Thcoter - 
0 C O ~ . ~ , V . ~ ~ O ~  ~1 M U S ~ Z  n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ : i ~ ~  - 

O F  5 1 C N I F i C & N C E  

The n inc tecn  remaining bu i ld ings  of t h e  1907 Jamestown Expos i t ion  iolm a  
r a r e  su rv iv ing  c o l l e c t i o n  of Edwardian expos i t ion  pav i l ions .  The. v a r i e d  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  modes of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  an e x c e l l e n t  document r e f l e c t i n g  

vl t h e  p r i c e  and t a s t e  o f  those s t a t e s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  Exposi t ion.  The 

z complex a l s o  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e a r l y  example of h i s t o r i c  p re se rva t ion  by 

0 the  u n i t e d  S t a t e s  Navy which imagina t ive ly  adapted t h e  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  
- o f f i c e r s '  res idences .  

A t  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  Associa t ion  f o r  t h e  P rese rva t ion  of V i rg in i a  
Ant i -qui t ies  and t h e  Tidewater Commercial League, t h e  General Assenbly of  
V i r g i n i a  passed a  b i l l  i n  1901 au thor i z ing  t h e  Governor t o  proclaim t h a t  
the  t e r c e n t e n n i a l  of  t h e  landing a t  Jamestown would be  c e l e b r a t e d  i n  1907, 
This  b i l l  a l s o  i n v i t e d  va r ious  c i t i e s  and s e c t i o n s  of  V i r g i n i a  t o  show how 
and i n  what manner they  proposed t o  hold t h i s  ce lebra t i .on .  

Norfo lk ' s  c i t i z e n s  p reva i l ed  upon t h e  C i t y  Council t o  appoin t  a  c o ~ m i t t e e  
from i t s  members f o r  t h e  purpose of secur ing  t h e  event  f o r  t h e  c i t y .  This 
was expanded i n t o  a  much l a r g e r  committee which convinced o t h e r  interested 
Tidewater c i t i e s  t h a t  o n l y  by t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of one of  i t s  own number and 
wi th  thz  suppor t  of a l l  would t h e  Tidcwater a rea  secu re  the  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  
It a l s o  convinced t h e s e  c i t i e s  t h a t  Norfolk, because of  i t s  l o c a t i o n ,  was 
t h e  l o g i c a l  c!loicc. 

A bil.1 was presented  t o  and even tua l ly  passed by t h e  General Assembly 
g ran t ing  a  c h a r t e r  t o  t h e  Jaqestown Exposi t ion Company, which was t o  hold 
i t s  expos i t ion  a t  a  s i t e  ad jacent  t o  Hampton Roads i n  1907. Among o t h c r  
i tems,  thi. b i l l  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  c h a r t e r  would be void  un le s s  t h e  James- 
town Expos i t ion  Company had a s s e t s  of one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  by January 1, 
1904. This  b i l l  was s igncd by tile Governor i n  March of  1902, g iv ing  t h e  
company almost two yea r s  i n  1:hich t o  meet t h e  requirements  of  t h e  c h a r t e r .  
D i rec to r s  were choscn and General Fitzhugh Lee was e l c c t e d  p res iden t .  

Thc s i t e  (approximately 340 a c r e s )  chosen f o r  the  Exposi t ioi i  viis cquid is -  
t a n t  froin XorColk, Portsrno~ii-11, Newport New:; 211J ltaiilpton. I n s t e a d  of 
bc,ginning a t  oncc t o  s e l l  s tock ,  the  comp:i:ly wai.tc~1 t lnhi l  thc  S t a t e  Legis- 

I 
lntur-e appropr ia ted  $200,090 i n  A p r i l ,  1'103. With t h e  excep t ion  O F  the! 
s tock  subscribed t o  by t h e  Di rec to r s ,  no ri3.11 e f f o r t s  wcrc made t o  sec(Lrc 
tllc: money ri,qtiired t l ~ o  follo!.!i.~~:; January unti.1. s i x  rnontl~s p r i o r  t o  the- 
time. On N c w  Yiiar ' s  J k c ,  iii t11 1t:ss tl1a11 I .w~ ,n ty - - fo~~r  I~our-s to  g o ,  there 
r.7ils s t i l l .  u t~s~~ l~ i ;~ - t - i . bcd  stocl;. 1:inally :111cl t l r r ~ : i ~ ; ~ t i c r ~ l l y ,  just he to re  laid- 

( see  c o n t i n u a t i o n  shCxct 1/41 - - . ~ .~ ---- 



f 9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES I - 
Acquisition Records --Real Estate  Division--Atlantic Division, Naval 

F a c i l i t i e s  Engineering Command, Norfolk, Va. 
Dickinson, Nancy C. (ed.) Postscripts--Jarnestown Exposition of 1907. Norfol 

Commandant F i f t h  Naval Stat ion Library, 1957. (Revised 1965). 
Material i n  Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission archives compiled by 

Robert C. Beam, Natural Resources Staff  Assistant,  At lant ic  Division, 
Naval F a c i l i t i e s  Engineering Command, Norfolk, Va. 

DEFIN ING A R E C T A N G L E  L O C A T I N G  T 

S T A T E :  CODE COUNTV:  '2 CODE - - 
S T A T E :  CODE C O U N T Y :  COD. 

L 

Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission Staff  n 
O R C h N I Z A T I O N  DATE -I 

Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Conrmission January 1975 - 
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  7 0 

As the d e s i g ~ t e d  State Lisis,m Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89665). I hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in  the National Register end certify that i t  has been 

evaluated accordinq to the c-iteria and procedurrs se t  

forth by the National Park Servme. The recommended 

lever  of significance of this  nomination is: " 

National State DfX Local 

I Tit le  

Date 
FEZ 1 S 1975 

I hereby certify that this property b inclvded in the 

Notional Register. 

Dste 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The Natimsl Rsgrstsr 

ba te  

G P O  931.8s 



Form 10.300. U N I T E 0  STATES DEPARTMENT O F  THE INTERIOR 
(Jvly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L  R E G I S T E R  O F  H I S T O R I C  P L A C E S  . . 

INVENTORY - HOMINATION FORM 

E N S R I N V M B E R  D A T E  

(Continuation Sheet) i / l  I 
(Numbor ell  sntrlos) 

2. LOCATION 

I On U. S. Naval S t a t i o n ;  l o c a t e d  on s o u t h  s i d e  o f  Di l l ingham Boulevard:  I 
Between Bacon S t r e e t  and Dale S t r e e t :  

Delaware B u i l d i n g  
West V i r g i n i a  B u i l d i n g  
Georgia  B u i l d i n g  
Ohio B u i l d i n g  
M i s s o u r i  B u i l d i n g  

Between Dale S t r e e t  and F a r r a g u t  Avenue: 
Maryland B u i l d i n g  
V i x g i n i a  B u i l d i n g  
Pennsy lvan ia  B u i l d i n g  

Between F a r r a g u t  Avenue and M o f f e t t  Avenue: 
North  ~ a r o l i n a / R h o d e  I s l a n d  B u i l d i n g  
C o n n e c t i c u t  B u i l d i n g  
Nerv Hampshire B u i l d i n g  
Michigan B u i l d i n g  
Vermont B u i l d i n g  

Loca ted  o n  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  powhatan S t r e e t  between Dale S t r e e t  and F a r r a g u t  
Avenue: I 

North  Dakota B u i l d i n g  
I l l i n o i s  B u i l d i n g  
B a k e r ' s  Choco la te  Company House 

Located on s o u t h  s i d e  o f  Pocahontas S t r e e t  between Farra::ut Avenue and 
E a i n b r i d g e  Avenue: 

H i s t o r y  B u i l d i n g  
Auditorium Wing ( B u i l d i n g  N-23) 
Audi tor ium Wing ( B u i l d i n g  N-21) 



Form 10.300a U N I T E D  STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR S T A T E  

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L  REGISTER O F  HISTORIC P L A C E S  

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 
FOR NPS U I N L Y  

E N T R Y  N U U B F R  D A T E  
(Continuation Sheet) 112 

(Number .I1 n",,Jss) 

7. DESCRIPTION 

I l l i n o i s  Building: b r i c k ,  seven bays, two s t o r i e s ,  hipped roof wi th  c e n t r a l  
pedimented pav i l ion ,  Ion ic  p i l a s t e r s  on p a v i l i o n  and b u i l d i n g  co rne r s ;  Geor- 
g i a n  r e v i v a l ;  moved. 

Maryland Building:  b r i c k ,  seven bays wi th  one-story wings, 1% s t o r i e s ,  hipped 
roof with rounded dormers, pedimented t e t r a s t y l e  Roman Doric po r t i co ;  r e p l i c a  
of flomewood, Baltimore, Maryland. 

Michiean Building:  frame, two bays, two s t o r i e s ,  hipped roof wi th  c e n t r a l  
dormer, one-s tory  f r o n t  porch; t y p i c a l  Michigan house of  per iod;  moved. I 
Missouri  Kuilding: b r i c k ,  f i v e  bays, two s t o r i e s ,  gable  roo f ,  pedimented 
t e t r a s t y l e  Roman Doric p o r t i c o ;  Georgian Revival mansion. I 
Nctv Hampshire Building: frame, f i v e  bays, 2% s t o r i e s ,  hipped roof wi th  - 
s c r o l l e d  pediment dormers; modeled a f t e r  t h e  John Langdon %use ,  Portsmouth, 
Nerv Hampshire; moved. 

North Carol ina  Building: frame, f i v e  bays,  two s t o r i e s ,  hipped roof ;  moved 
and g r e a t l y  a l t r r e d  from i t s  o r i g i n a l  appearance which included p o r t i c o  and 
porches. 

North Dakota Building:  frame, t h r e e  bays,  1% s t o r i e s ,  gable  roof wi th  s i n g l e  - 
wide dormer, one-s tory  undercut f r o n t  porch; Bungaloid co t t age .  

Ohio Building:  s tone ,  t h r e e  bays,  two s t o r i e s ,  hipped r o o f ,  one-s tory  Greek - 
Doric veranda; modeled a f t e r  Adena, an Ohio mansion designed by Benjamin IIenry 
I.atrohe. 

Pennsylvania Building:  b r i c k ,  n ine  bays,  trio s t o r i e s ,  ganbre l  roof ,  one-s tory  
veranda wi th  c e n t r a l  porte-cochere,  c lock  tower wi th  cupola;  r e p l i c a  of Inde- 
pendence Ha l l ,  Phi lade lphia .  

Rhode I s l a n d  Building:  frame, seven bays,  two s t o r i e s ,  hipped roo f ;  moved and 
g r e a t l y  a l t e r e d  from i t s  o r i g i n a l  appearance which r epor t ed ly  was a  r e p l i c a  of 
the s t a t e ' s  i i r s t  c a p i t o l .  

Vermont n u i l d ~ n ~ :  f rnn~e ,  t h r e e  bays,  I$ s t o r i e s ,  gable  roof with l a r g e  s i n g l e  - - - -. 
:;.~nibrcl-roof dormer, undercut Lront porch; rnodcl of t y p i c a l  r r s o r t  c o t t a g e  of 
tlic s t a t e ;  moverl. 

V i r ~ i n i a  Bui ld ins :  b r i c k ,  n ine  bays,  2% s t o r i e s ,  hipped rout  t\ritli dormers, 
two-story t e t r a s t y l e  Cor in th ian  po r t i co ;  Gcorsian Rcvivdl mansion. 

West Vir;;i.ni;l. Huil.rl in~: Frmoe, f i v e  bays,  2Ji s to r i . e s ,  gable  roof wi th  dorn~ers  
p r ~ l i n ~ r n t ~ ~ c l  t e f  r;lsrylct Iloiilnn Doric p o r t i c o ;  !:rorgi.an l'\c!vival mansi.on. I -  

(see con t inua t ion  shcct-. ..A 
G r O  9 2 1 . 7 2 1  

http:stori.es
http:mansi.on
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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Norfolk (ci- ty)  
FOR NPS USE O5I.Y 

E N T R Y  HUMBER 

(Continuation Sheet) 1k3 

(Number -11 anblos) 

7 .  DESCRIPTION 

Baker 's  Chocolate Company House: frame, f i v e  bays, two s t o r i e s ,  gab le  roof ;  
r e p l i c a  of t y p i c a l  Xew England Colonial  dwell ing,  

His tory  Building:  s tucco  wi th  b r i c k  quoins and o t h e r  t r i m ,  t1.10 two-story 
pav i l ions  connected by a  long one-story c e n t e r  s e c t i o n ;  Georgian Revival ;  
converted i n t o  a  gymnasium. 

Auditorium Wing (Building N-21): b r i c k ,  e leven  bays, two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  roo f ,  
f i v e - b a j ~  c e n t r a l  p r o j e c t i n g  pav i l ion  wi th  s tone  facade ornamented with I o n i c  
engaged columns; Georgian Revival.  

AuditoriumIJing - (Building N-23): a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  Building N-21. 

CCL 



F-rrn IO.MOo LINITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  I N T E R I O R  
iJdll 1967) N A T I O N A L  PAI?K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER O F  HISTORIC PLACES 

n i g h t ,  the  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  necessary to  secure  the c h a r t e r  was assured.  I 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) #4 
.- - 

Once t h e  c h a r t e r  had been permanently secured,  e f f o r t s  were made t o  o b t a i n  a  
$3,000,000 appropr i a t ion  from Congress, However, e a r l y  oppos i t ion  froro t h e  
Speaker of the  House p lus  t h e  Exposi t ion Company's f a i l u r e  to  s t a r t  cons t ruc-  
t i o n  o r  t o  o f f e r  concre te  plans l i m i t e d  t h e  f i r s t  of the  appropr i a t ions  f o r  
the  Expos i t ion  t o  $200,000. This  sum was s p e c i f i c a l l y  des ignated  f o r  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  naval ,  marine and m i l i t a r y  ce l eb ra t ion .  

Norfolk ( c j  t y )  
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E n T R I  U U U s E R  D A T E  

I 

Thcn, i n  June 1906, j u s t  before  adjournment, Congress a t t ached  a  s e c t i o n  t o  
the  Sundry C i v i l  Appropriat ions B i l l  app ropr i a t ing  $200,000 f o r  goirzrnment 
personnel expenses, $350,000 f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of  bu i ld ings  and $400,000 f o r  
the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a  m a j e s t i c ,  b r i l l i a n t l y  l i t  p i e r  (which i s  now t h e  s i t e  
of  t h e  Naval S t a t i o n  F l e e t  Boat Pool). L a t e r ,  upon proof t h a t  i t  had expended 
$500,000 f o r  tlie Tercentennia l ,  t h e  Expos i t ion  Company would r ece ive  an ad- 
d i t i o n a l  $250,000 from Congress. 

(Number all sntrlsa) 

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

While await ing Congressional a c t i o n ,  t h e  Expos i t ion  Company sen t  i n v i t s t i o n s  
t o  a l l  of the  s t a t e s  r eques t ing  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Expos i t ion ,  but  on ly  
twenty-one e r e c t e d  bu i ld ings .  

Thc s t a t e s  which p a r t i c i p a t e d  appointed commissioners t o  see  t o  t h e  cons t ruc-  
t i o n  of t h e i r  bu i ld ings .  The o f f i c i a l s  of  t h e  Expos i t ion ,  d e s i r i n g  a  confor- 
mi ty  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  des ign ,  had agreed upon a  Colonia l  theme. Ceremonies 
o f t e n  took p lace  whe~i t h e  cammissioners came to  Norfolk t o  s e l e c t  t h e  s i t e s  
and l a y  the  corners tones  f o r  these  bu i ld ings  and again  on t h e  day t h e  keys 
t o  t h e  completed bu i ld ings  were handed over  by the  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  

E labora t e  s o c i a l  func t ions ,  a t  which t h e  governor of  t h e  s t a t e  was u s u a l l y  
p resen t ,  took p lace  on t h e  da te  the  E. ;>osi t ion o f f i c i a l s  had designated a s  
the  s t a t e ' s  "Day". As was t h e  c a s e  with niany of t h e  o t h e r  bu i ld ings ,  few of  
the  s t a t e  b u i l d i n g s  were completed on Opening Day. P r o c r a s t i n a t i o n  was 
p a r t i a l l y  r e spons ib le ,  b u t  t h e  bad weather a t t end ing  t h e  Winter and S p r ~ n g  of  
1907 was l a r g e l y  t h e  cause.  

The Expos i t ion  was not  a f i n a n c i a l  success ,  and t h e  s i t e  was s o l d  by s p e c i a l  
comnissioriers appoinLed by tlie judge of t h e  United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Court,  
The F i d e l i t y  Land and Investment Corporat ion purchased t h e  proper ty  f o r  
$235,000 and l a t e r  disposed of $100,000 of t h i s  invcstment.  

Severa l  of t h c  s t a t e s  s o l d  t l ic i r  b u i l d i n s s  t o  j.ndi.viduals; nppnrcnt1.y ti12 
remainder was s o l d  t o  t h e  aforemc~ntioned corpora t ion .  "hv- co rpora t ion  i n  
t u r n  so ld  a  few of the s t a t c  hni$ses to ind iv idua l s  and o thd r s  t o  a  Norfol!; 
r e a l t y  Ci.nn. 

During tlic Exl~o:;it.ion 1~1ei1 conncctild 1.ii.tli t h r  e11Lcrpri:;c f t ~ l t  t h a t  t h c  s i t e  
was idca l  Cor a  Naval a c t i v i t y  and d iscussed  tiit> n1;ltti.r u i t h  hi.i:li ranking 

-- (set- conti.nuati.on shr ,? t  

G P O  Y 2 f - 7 2 3  



E N T R I N U U R h R  
(Continuation Sheet) !.5 

(Number all sntrls.) 

8, SIGNIFICANCE 

Forin 10-3000 U N I T E D  STATES O E P A R T M E N i  0:: T H E  I H T E R I O R  
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L  REGISTER O F  HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FOSM 

Naval o f f i c e r s ,  who a l s o  favored the  idea.  A b i l l  was introduced i n  Congress 
i n  1908 f o r  an appropr i a t ion  of  one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  tile purchase of  the  
proper ty ,  inc luding  t h e  bu i ld ings .  The b i l l  died i n  commitCee a f t e r  t h e  
Ass i s t an t  Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Navy, given t h e  choice between t h i s  proper ty  and a  
new c o l l i e r  (a c o a l  s h i p ) ,  r e p l i e d  t h a t  a  new c o l l i e r  was an abso lu te  n e c c s s i t  

--, 

STATE 

: ,.. ., 
'OUNTY 

Norfolk ( c i t ) )  --- 
FOR NPS U ~ E ,  ONLY - 

IJhen war broke o u t  i n  1914, Theodore 3 ,  1.7001, an o f f i c i a l  of the  F i d e l i t y  
Land and Investment Corporat ion,  renewed h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  s e l l  t h e  s i t e  t o  t h e  
Navy but  t o  no a v a i l ,  I n  January 1917 the  Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Navy, Josephus 
Daniels ,  s t i l l  d id  not  f e e l  t h e  need f o r  the  property.  The United S t a t e s  
en tered  TJo'rld War I on Apr i l  6 ,  1917. The next  day Daniels  c a l l e d  M r .  Wool 
regarding l e a s e  of t h e  proper ty .  Captain ( l a t e r  Admiral) J. E, McLean, with 
rvhoin Plr. Wool confer red ,  persuaded t h e  Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Navy t o  buy t h e  
property.  S h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  a  b i l l  f o r  the  purchase of 474 a c r e s  of what i s  now 
thc  Norfolk Naval Base passed both  Houses. This b i l l  was s igned by Pres ident  
Wilson and became law on June 15 ,  1917. 

T l l ~  government took possess ion  of the  proper ty  on June 28, 1917, o rde r ing  a l l  
c i v i l i a n s  t o  v x a t e  t h e  a rea  on o r  before  August 1, 1917. The s t a t r -  bu i ld ing  
werc purchased from t h e  owners. A board was appointed by t h e  Navy t o  r e p o r t  
011 t h e  v a l u a t i o n  o l  t h e  lands  and bu i ld ings .  Thei r  r e p o r t  includeci t h e  s t a t e  
b u i l d i n g s ,  g iv ing  the  owner, t h e  assessed  va lue ,  t h e  asking p r i c e  and t h e  
awarded va lue  t o r  each, 

I n  1934 t h e  s t a t e  bu i ld ings  whicL were a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of t h e  Expos i t ion  
grounds were moved west a  few hundred yards from Old Chambers F i e l d  a t  the  
Naval A i r  S t a t i o n .  A t  t h a t  time money was a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e p a i r  and recon- 
s t r u c t i o n  but  i t  l i t e r a l l y  took a n  Act o f  congress  t o  appropr i a t e  money f o r  
a  new bu i ld ing .  To avoid t h e  l a t t e r  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  the  Navy h i r e d  two con- 
t r a c t o r s  t o  move t h e s e  bu i ld ings .  One came f u l l y  equipped w i t h  a l l  mac!iinery 
f o r  such an ucdrr tak ing .  The o t h e r  had 3 mule and a  winch. It i s  s a i d  t h a t  
the  l a t t e r ,  who was t o  move t h e  smal le r  bu i ld ings ,  completed h i s  con t r ac t  
f i r s t  and sub-contracted t o  a s s i s t  t h e  l a r g e r  f i rm i n  ~ o v i n g  t h e  o t h e r  bui ld-  
i.ng. 

Aside from the  S t a t e  Buildings t h e r e  now remain on t h e  Ease the  Ga!czr's Choc- 
o l a t e  Bui ld ing ,  the  Hi s to ry  Bui-lding (now t h e  Gymnasium), and t h e  two Audito- 
riuui wings ruhich were used f o r  e x h i b i t s  and a r c  1 1 0 ~  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  b u i l d i n ~ s  
N-21 and N-23. The Audi.tori.~rni i t s e l f  burncd i n  1941 and was rep laccd  by 
Eu:i.ldi~ig ::-26, Hi?adquarter:;, E i f t h  Naval l l i s t r i c t .  

I CCL, and N C D  I 
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